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An example of Hirundo daurica eating by Elaphe climacophora

Hiroyasu SATO'

Abstract: On 11 September 2014, a Japanese rat snake (Elaphe climacophora; Colubridae) about

500mm in head and body length was captured on the roof floor of the building No. 28 of Okayama

University of Science. Forced regurgitation of the gastric contents ejected a red-rumped swallow

(Hirundo daurica) 63mm in length from the base of the throat to the tail feathers. There was only the

swallow; no other gastric content was confirmed. Upto date, there has been no report of the predation

of any red-rumped swallow by the Japanese rat snake. The present finding likely contributes to fur-

ther elucidation of the life history of the Japanese rat snake.
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JU)N— 1 10mm. Hirundo daurica force-regurgitated from the stomach

of Elaphe climacophora. An arrow shows red feather of Hirundo daurica.

Scale bar=10 mm.
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